
 

 

Wadern, May 23, 2025 
 

Schloss Dagstuhl: 
Leadership change at the world-renowned informatics center Schloss Dagstuhl 

On May 1, 2025, Professor Holger Hermanns took over as Scientific Director of Schloss Dagstuhl – 
Leibniz Center for Informatics, succeeding Professor Raimund Seidel. 

Scientific progress thrives on conversation, discussion, and the exchange of ideas. Schloss Dagstuhl – Leibniz 
Center for Informatics has set itself the goal of promoting computer science research at the highest international 
level, in particular by providing infrastructure for scientific communication and exchange between researchers. 
Since 1990, small, hand-picked, and truly interdisciplinary groups of outstanding researchers and promising 
young scientists from all over the world have been meeting there. The center offers them the perfect place for 
concentrated reflection and constructive discussions. The worldwide literature search, which is essential for 
serious research, is supported by the operation of the most important international literature database for 
computer science, dblp. The database contains more than 7.7 million entries. The freely accessible website 
dblp.org offers hand-curated author profiles and is visited more than one and a half million times a day on 
average. Affordable open access publishing services, such as the internationally recognized conference 
proceedings series Leibniz International Proceedings in Informatics, facilitate global exchange among 
researchers. Finally, the center also participates in collaborative projects such as the National Research Data 
Infrastructure NFDI. 

The Saarland is therefore home to an internationally used, unparalleled world-class research infrastructure for 
computer science, with dblp also largely based in Rhineland-Palatinate on the university campus in Trier. The 
meeting center at Schloss Dagstuhl in Wadern brings together computer science luminaries from around the 
world to exchange knowledge and work together, offering fantastic networking opportunities for the German 
researchers in attendance, as more than 3,500 international researchers visit the castle each year. Thanks to the 
exchange between industry and computer science research that is part of the concept and the frequent exchange 
between computer science and related disciplines, Schloss Dagstuhl has an impact far beyond purely academic 
circles. During the farewell ceremony for Professor Seidel on May 16, 2025, there were greetings from 
politicians, such as Elena Yorgova-Ramanauskas, State Secretary for Economic Affairs, Innovation, Digital 
Affairs, and Energy of the Saarland, there were also scientific presentations, with the lecture by Turing Prize 
winner Robert Endre Tarjan opening the scientific part of the evening as a special highlight. 

Professor Seidel has decisively shaped the profile of Schloss Dagstuhl over the past 11 years. He successfully 
guided the Leibniz Center for Informatics through the challenges of the turbulent times of the pandemic, and 
under his leadership, the center was evaluated with top marks by the Leibniz Association both before and after 
the pandemic. Professor Hermanns has been familiar with the Informatics Center Schloss Dagstuhl for decades 
as a regular participant in its scientific meetings. As long-standing chairman of the Friends' Association and 
chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Schloß Dagstuhl Informatics Center Foundation, he has been able to 
directly accompany the center's fortunes over many years and also help shape individual aspects of it. 

Jürgen Barke, Minister for Economic Affairs, Innovation, Digital Affairs, and Energy, welcomes that continuity 
at the helm of the Leibniz Center for Information Technology will be maintained during this leadership 
transition: 
“I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Seidel for taking on the responsibility of leading the LZI 
over the past 11 years. Under his leadership, the LZI has not only continued to develop, but he has also guided 
the institute through difficult times during the pandemic. In addition, the institute has twice received excellent 
scientific evaluations. At the same time, I am delighted that we have been able to find someone in Prof. 
Hermanns who is now taking on this responsible task.”  

 

Vorsitzender des Aufsichtsrates 
Prof. Dr. Stefan Jähnichen 
Geschäftsführung:  
Prof. Dr.-Ing. Holger Hermanns 
Heike Meißner 

Amtsgericht Saarbrücken HRB 63800 
Ust.-IdNr. DE 137972446 
Bankverbindung: Bank 1 Saar 
IBAN: DE39 5919 0000 0005 1000 03 
BIC: SABADE5S 

Schloss Dagstuhl - Leibniz-Zentrum für Informatik GmbH 
Oktavie-Allee 
66687 Wadern, Deutschland 
www.dagstuhl.de, presse@dagstuhl.de 
Fon: +49 6871 905 203, Fax: +49 6871 905 220 

 

Leibniz 
-Gemeinschaft 



 

 

Professor Hermanns is an internationally renowned scientist in the fields of modeling and verification of 
concurrent and resource-adaptive systems. Among the unconventional applications of his research are his work 
on wireless braking of bicycles, decentralized stabilization of energy grids, and energy-optimal operation of 
fleets of small satellites. He has held a professorship at Saarland University since 2003. 

Professor Seidel will now focus more on his new role as Vice President for Sustainable Development and 
Strategy at Saarland University. Among other things, he will head the Sustainability Committee and support the 
further development of the university's sustainability goals. 
 
Background: 
Throughout the year, Schloss Dagstuhl invites scientists from all over the world to the northern Saarland to 
discuss the latest research results in computer science. More than 3,500 computer scientists from universities, 
research institutes and industry take part in the scientific events at Dagstuhl every year. Since 2005, Schloss 
Dagstuhl has been part of the Leibniz Association, which currently comprises 96 leading non-university 
research institutes and scientific infrastructure facilities in Germany. Due to their national importance, the 
federal and state governments jointly fund the institutes of the Leibniz Association.  
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Please send us a specimen copy if reprinted. Thank you very much! 
 
If you would like to receive our press releases by e-mail, please subscribe to our press mailing list by sending an 
e-mail to presseverteiler-subscribe@rhea.dagstuhl.de. 
 


