The TREC Interactive Track Data Collection Model 
(modified by Simulated Work Task Scenarios)

1. General experimental framework

1. Set of searchers

2. Set of topics (or tasks)

3. Two (or more) systems (if experiment); one (or more) systems (if study)

4. Balanced design of system, searchers, topics (or tasks)

5. Initial demographic questionnaire

6. Search topic/task

7. Pre-search questionnaire

8. Search log

9. Post-search questionnaire

10. Post-system questionnaire

11. Exit (comparison) questionnaire

2. Searchers

2.1 Sample

Stipulated number of users (enough to get appropriate level of statistical power)

Description of the group sampled, and the sample

2.2 Demographic data

Gender, Age, Searching Experience, Computer Experience [education level, other characteristics]

3. Task/Topic

3.1 Number

Some stipulated number of tasks and/or topics, sufficient to achieve appropriate level of statistical power)

3.2 Nature

Generally, a “scenario” describing a particular situation and outcome, with explicit instructions on the specific searching task.

4. Pre-search questionnaire

Self-assessed knowledge of task, knowledge of topic, confidence in each, [expected outcome, self-assessed difficulty of task, a few other characteristics]

5. Search log

Record of all interactions between searcher and system. Record of all items displayed by system to searcher. Everything with time stamp.

6. Post-search questionnaire

Self assessment of task success, task difficulty, with confidence in each [reasons for each]

7. Post-system questionnaire

Self-assessment of overall success, system features (usefulness wrt task), ease of use, ease of learning to use, “any other comments” (in the case of a study)

8. Exit questionnaire (for experiments)

Comparison of systems in terms of general preference, usefulness, ease of use, ease of learning to use.

9. Evaluation measures

9.1 General criteria

Usability, performance, satisfaction

9.2 Specification

Suited to task in case of performance.

